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June 24, 2024 

Antony J. Blinken 

Secretary of State 

Dear Secretary Blinken, 

We are writing about the well-known Azerbaijani economist Dr. Gubad Ibadoghlu. 

He was arrested in Azerbaijan on July 23, 2023, on spurious charges and spent 274 

days in detention under deplorable conditions. He is now under house arrest and 

subject to police control in Baku, while he awaits his trial date, August 20, 2024. 

While in detention, his health badly deteriorated. The aorta in his heart has 

expanded to a critical level, and the risk to his life is increasing every day. 

Currently, he does not have access to proper and adequate medical care. He needs 

medical attention, which he cannot safely receive inside Azerbaijan. He must be 

allowed to travel to obtain the appropriate medical care that he so desperately 

needs. We request your urgent personal intervention and urge representatives of 

the US government to put pressure on Azerbaijani authorities to drop trumped-up 

charges against Dr. Gubad Ibadoghlu, lift his travel ban, and support his medical 

examination and treatment abroad. 

Signed, 

Arien Mack, Founder & Director, New University in Exile Consortium 

Abdul Aziz Mohibbi, Maynooth University  

Abdul Momin Mansoor, Visiting Research Scholar, University of North Dakota  

Abdulgaleel Ahmed, Postdoc Research Fellow, Harvard University 

Ahmed C Bawa, Professor, Johannesburg Business School, University of 

Johannesburg 

Ahmed Kzzo, New University in Exile Consortium 

Aksana Ulanovich, European Humanities University, Vilnius, Lithuania  

Andrzej W. Tymowski, President, EEPS Foundation, Inc. 

Associate Prof. Ahmet Çoymak, Abdullah Gul University, Turkey 

Bezhan Pazhohan, Lecturer at MacMillan Center, Council on Middle East Studies, 

Yale University  

Carlos Garcia N., Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut 

Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health 
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Joseph E. Aoun 

Andrew Armacost 
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Rachel Croson 
Ann E. Cudd 
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Michael Hoch 
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Walter Rosenthal 

Michael S. Roth 

Peter Salovey 

Ursula M. Staudinger 
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Dinara Ryspayeva, Visiting Assistant Professor (Research), Brown University 

Dr. Yin Yin Win, Associate Research Scholar, Council on Southeast Asia Studies, MacMillan Center, Yale 

University 

Elzbieta Matynia, Professor & Chair of Sociology, The New School for Social Research 

Eman Salih, Postdoctoral Associate, Yale University  

Fatih Celebioglu, Researcher, Philipps University Marburg, Germany 

Fazlullah Akhtar, Senior Researcher, Center for Development Research (ZEF), University of Bonn, 

Germany 

Gebremedhin Haile, Visiting Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University 

Habibullah Sorosh Visiting Researcher, Carnegie Mellon University 

Ibrahim Ozdemir, Visiting Scholar, Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts 

Ilya Solomeshch, PhD, independent researcher, Vilnius, Lithuania 

Irena Grudzinska Gross, Professor 

Iryna Sklokina, Center for Urban History, Lviv, Ukraine 

Iryna Sotnyk, Researcher, University of Geneva, Switzerland 

Jose D. Anido R., Professor & Researcher, ULA-Venezuela 

Judith Friedlander, Professor of Anthropology, Emerita, Hunter College (CUNY) 

Kabir Mokamel, Research Fellow, The New School, New York 

Lawrence Rosenwald, Professor Emeritus of English and Peace & Justice Studies, Wellesley College 

Leila Alieva, Affiliate researcher, Oxford School of Global and Area Studies 

Mansour Ali M. Al-Maswari, MESA Global Academy 

Maria Auxiliadora Briceno, Professor & Researcher, ULA-Venezuela 

Masuma Mohammadi, researcher and journalist, San Jose, California 

Mehmet Ari, PhD, International Relations Researcher 

Mhd Nour Audi, doctorate candidate 

Mohamad Moustafa Alabsi, Researcher, Middle Eastern Studies 

Mohammad Rezaei, Iranian Activist  

Mohd Kazim Karimi Afghan Scholar in Exile  

Mujib Mehrdad 
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Mulu Gebreyohannes, Weiss International Fellow, Barnard College, Columbia University 

Nael Hijjo, Scholar Member, New University in Exile Consortium  

Nail Farkhatdinov, European Humanities University, Lithuania 

Naima Mohammadi, Iranian Activist and Assistant Professor of Sociology, The Gender, Sexually, and 

Women Studies Centre. University of Pittsburgh, U.S.A 

Najia Sherzay, Afghan visiting scholar, Scientific research assistant at EPFL, Switzerland 

Nataliia Verovkina Visiting Scholar, Brown University 

Nazan Bedirhanoglu, Assistant Professor, Xavier University 

Omar Sadr, Senior Research Scholar, University of Pittsburgh 

Özgür Olgun Erden, Assistant Professor, Turkey 

Palwasha Hassan, Program fmr SFS fellow Georgetown University 

Paweł Leszkowicz, Professor at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan; Chair of Modern and 

Contemporary Art; member of AICA (International Association of Art Critics); independent art curator 

Saladdin Ahmed, Associate, Institute for the Humanities, Simon Fraser University 

Sameer Mohammed, Ph.D. linguist, Sweden 

Sergey Mazol, associate professor, PhD, academic member, European corporate governance institute  

Sima Samar, former Chairperson of Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission and SR at 

Fletcher School at Tufts University 

Sreang Heng, former President of PEN Cambodia and SAR-IIE Fellow, Asian Council on Southeast Asian 

Studies at Yale University, and Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at Harvard Kennedy School 

Teng Biao, Hauser Human Rights Scholar, Hunter College, CUNY 

Teoman Aktan, Human Rights Defender, Iran 

Tijen Tunali, Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Rennes 2, France 

Tomasz Kitlinski, Professor and Chair of Curatorial Studies, Ombudsperson for Equal Opportunities, 

Academy of the Arts in Szczecin/Stettin, Poland 

Utku Balaban, Associate Professor, Xavier University 

Vasily Zharkov, visiting lecturer Ph.D. at the European Humanities University in Vilnius, Lithuania  

Volodymyr Sklokin, Associate Professor of History, Ukrainian Catholic University 
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